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A the following addreſs relates to a ſubject in 


which every individual is intereſted, the 
writer wiſhes to render the knowledge of it as 
general as poſſible, and for that reaſon has 
thought. proper to publiſh it. 

The cuſtom of laying out the bodies of the per- 
ſons ſuppoſed to be dead, as ſoon as reſpiration 
ceaſes, and the interment of them before the 
ſigns of putrefaction appear, has been frequently 
oppoſed by men of learning and humanity in this 
and other countries. Monſ. Bruhier, in par- 
ticular, a phyfician of great eminence in Paris, 
publiſhed a piece, about thirty years ago, intitled, 
« The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death;“ in 
which he clearly proved, from the teſtimonies of 
various authors, and the atteſtations of unexcep- 
tionable witneſſes, that many perſons who, have 
been buried alive, and were providentially diſ- 
covered in that ſtate, had been reſcued from the 
rome, and enjoyed the pleaſures of ſociety for 

everal years after, 

But notwithſtanding the numerous and well- 
authenticated facts of this kind, the cuſtom 


above-mentioned remains in full force. As ſaon 
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- 8s the ſemblance of death appears, the chamber 
cr 


of the ſick is deſerted by friends, relatives, and 
phyſicians: and the afparently dead, though fre- 
quently living body, is committed to the ma- 


nagement of an ignorant and unfeeling nurſe, 


whoſe care extends no farther than laying the 
limbs ſtraight, and ſecuring her accuſtomed ſpoil. 
'The bed cloaths are immediately removed, and 
the body is expoſed to the air, which, when 
cold, muſt extinguiſh the little ſpark of life that 
may remain, and which, by adifferent treatment, 
might have been kindled into flame.“ 

I am willing, however, to hope, that, fince it 
has of late been ſo frequently demonſtrated, that 


the vital principle may exiſt, where the charac- 


teriſtics of death, except putrefaction, are pre- 
ſent, the rational part of the community are, at 
length, diſpoſed to pay ſome attention to this 


ſubject. 


With that hope I ſhall venture to particularize 
a few of the caſes in which this fallacious appear, 
ance is moſt likely to happen, and point out the 
mode of treatment, which, according to the beſt. 
of my judgment, ſhould be reſpectively adopted. 

In apopleQic and fainting fits, and in thoſe 
ariſing from any violent agitation of mind, and 
alſo when opium or /piritous liquors have been 
taken in too great a quantity+, there is reaſog 


* Alluding to the motto of the medal given by the Hu» 
mane Society, Lateat Scintillula Forſan » 

+ I ſhould think myſelf extremely culpable if I negle&eg 
this opportunity of cautioning parents and nurſes againſt ths 
free uſe of Gobra RS CoRDIAL. It is a ftrong ſolution | 
of opium, and, I am perſuaded, that the ſleep it produces, 
has proved the ſleep of death to thouſands of children. When 
this poiſonous cordial has been given in a dangerous doſe, 
and a diſcovery of it is made before the power of ſwallow- 


ing ie loſt it will be adviſcable to give the child a tear 
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to believe that the appearance of death has been 
frequently miſtaken for the reality. In theſe 
caſes, the means recommended by the Humane 
Society for the Recovery of Drowned Per/ons ſhould 
be perſevered in for ſeveral hours, and bleeding, 
which, in fimilar circumſtances, has ſometimes 


proved pernicious, ſhould be uſed with great 


- Caution, 
In the two latter. inſtances it will be highly 


expedient, with a view of counteracting the ſo- 
phorific effects of opium and ſpirits, to convey 
into the ſtomach, by a proper tube, a ſolution of 
tartar emetic, and, by various other means, to 
excite vomiting. 


From the number of children carried off by 


convulſions, and the certainty, ariſing from un- 
doubted fats, that ſome who have in appear- 
ance, died from that cauſe, have been recovers 
ed“, there is the greateſt reaſon for concluding, 


that many, in conſequence of this diſeaſe, have 


ſpoorful of ipecacuan wine every quarter of an hour, till 
the contents of the ſtomach are diſcharged. See alſo page 
29 of the Examination of the Rev, Mr. F. Weſley's Primitive 
Phyjic, interſperſed with medical remarks, and practical obſer- 
wations, publiſhed by the preſent writer, 

A remarkable fact of this kind may be found in the 
Ephemerid. Medico Phyſ.—Germ. Ann. Oct. the ſub- 
ſtance of whieh is as follows; —A girl, about ſeven years 
of age, who had been for ſome weeks before troubled with 


a bad cough, was ſuddenly ſeized with a fit; a phyſician 


was immediately ſent for, who, finding that the heart 
and lungs had ceaſed to perform their functions, that her 
lips and cheeks were pale, and her temples ſunk, concluded 
that life was irrecoverably loſt, For the ſatisfaction, how- 
ever, of her afflicted parents, a clyſter was adminiſtered, ard - 
her wriſts were chaſed with ſpiritous water; but no fign 
of life appearing, the ſoles of the feet were cr ered to be 
rubbed with Hrong brine; and the friction was N 
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E673 
been prematurely numbered among the dead; 
and that the fond parent, by neglecting the 
means of recalling life, has often been the 
guiltleſs executioner of her own offspring. 

To prevent the commiſſion of ſuch dreadful 
miſtakes, no child, whoſe life has been apparently 
extinguiſhed by convelficns. ſhould be confrgned 
to the grave, till the means of recovery,. above- 
recommended in apoplexies, &c. have been tried; 
and, if poſſible, under the direction of ſome 
kilful praQtitioner of medicine, who may very 

them as circumſtances ſhall require, 
When fevers ariſe in weak habits, or when the 
cure of them has been principally attempted by 
means of depletion, the conſequent debility 
is often very great, and the patient ſometimes finks 
into a ſtate which bears ſo cloſe an affinity to that 


of death, that, I am afraid, it has too often de-. 


ceived the by-ſtanders, and induced them to ſend 
for the undertaker, when they ſhould have had 
recourſe to the ſuccours of medicine, 

In ſuch caſes, Volatiles, Eau de luce, for ex- 
ample, ſhould be applied to the noſe, rubbed on 
the temples, and ſprinkled often about the bed; 
hot flannels, moiſtened with a ſtrong ſolution of 
camphorated ſpirit, may likew:ſe be applied over 
the breaſt, and renewed every quarter of an 
hour; and as ſoon as the patient is able to ſwal- 
low, a tea-ſpoonful of the ſtrongeſt cordial ſhould 
be given every five minutes. 


without intermiffion, three quarters of an hour; at the end 
of which time ſhe began to breathe, The friction was then 


increaſed; two or three deep inſpirations followed, and in 


a ſhort time the child, who was ſuppoſed to be dead by the 
1 as well as che by- ſtanders, was, to the ſurpriſe of 
k ch and the great joy of her parents, reſtored to life and 
health. 
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The ſame methods may alſo be uſed with pro- 
priety in the ſmall pox, when the puſtules ſink, 
and death apparently enſues; and hkewiſe in 
any other acute diſeaſes, when the vital functions 
are ſuſpended from a fimilar cauſe, 


Even in old age, when life ſeems to have been 


gradually drawing to a cloſe, the appearances of 
death are often fallacious, | 125 


«« Not many years ſince, a lady in Cornwall, 
more than eighty years of age, who had been a 
conſiderable time declining, took to her bed, 
and, in a few days, ſeemingly expired in the 
morning. As ſhe had often defired not to be 
buried till ſhe had been two days dead, her re- 
queſt was to have been regularly complied with 
by her relations. All that ſaw her looked upon 
her as dead, and the report was current throught 


the whole place; nay, a gentleman of the town 


actually wrote to his friend in the iſland of Scilly, 
that ſhe was deceaſed. But one of thoſe who 
were paying the laſt kind office of humanity to 
her remains, perceived ſome warmth about the 
middle of the back, and acquainting her friends 
with it, they applied a mirrour to her mouth ; but 
after repeated trials, couid not obſerve it in the 
leaſt gained; her under jaw was likewiſe fallen, 
as the common phraſe is, and, in ſhort, ſhe had 
every appearance of a dead perſon, All this 
time ſhe had not been ſtripped or dreſſed, but 
the windows were opened, as 1s uſual in the 
chambers of the deceaſed. In the evening the 
heat ſeemed to increaſe, and at length ſhe was 
perceived to breathe.” 570 

See Lond. Chron, vol. 4, p. 465. 


It was the intention of the writer to publiſh a 
work upon this ſubject, but as his various aveca- 
tions 


* 
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tions will not permit bim to carry that deßga 
into execution, he thought it his duty to throw 
out the above hints; and if they ſhould be the 
means of preventing one perſon from being laid 
out; or, what is more horrible, buried alive, 
it will afford the writer a pleaſure of the nobleſt 
kind, that ariſing from the conſcionſneſs of do- : 
ing good to his fellow- creatures. | | 


W. HAWES, 
Palſzrave Place, Sept. 5. 


p. S. If that regard be paid to the above ad- 
dreſs which the ſubject of it ſeems to demand, 
and any life or lives be ſaved in conſequence of 
the hints that I have thrown out, the communi- 
cation of any ſuch inſtances of ſucceſs will be eſ- 
teemed a particular ſavour; as it will afford me the 
moſt ſolid pleaſure, and be a ſatisfactory evidence 
that a man, who labours to promote the intereſts 


of humanity, will be attended to by the public, 


rr te 
| 5 In Reply to the Addreſs ſigned 
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PINIONS founded in error, where they 

have a tendency to affect the public wel- 
fare, cannot be too early refuted. The ſubſe- 
quent curſory remarks are left to be enlarged on 
by thoſe whoſe abilities and fituation are more 
favourable for ſach diſcuſſion, _ . 

The general addreſs relative to the protrac- 
tion recommended in burying the dead, is by far 
of a more alarming nature than any thing that 
has hitherto tranſpired, reſpecting our martial 
operations on the other fide of the Atlantic. 
Dreadful might be the reſult, ſhould ſuch advice 
be univerſally adhered to. Diſeaſe has ever 
proved more fatal than the weapons of art; and 
the adoption of the ſentiments alluded to, would 
be to produce a general peſtilence. | 

The author inſinuates, that the dead ſhould 
not be interred, or rather, that they ſhould not 
even be prepared for that intention, till ſigns of 
external puirefafion appear, which often may 
not happen till ſeveral days after the internal cor- 
ruption of the viſcera. The impropriety of ſuch 
inſinuation muſt be obvious to every one who con- 
ſiders the obnoxious influence of reſpired air im- 
preg nated with the contaminat ing effluvia of mor- 
tified bodies. Whether the extended atmoſphere 
became generally infected, or ſuch infection was 
confined- to the reſpective dwellings where the 
dead were ſuffered to corrupt, thoſe malignant 
maladies could ſcaiccly fail to ſupervene, which 
would in time become univerſally contagious. 
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This has been often experienced in military cam 

paifns, while the putrid exhafations of corpſes 
not ſpeedily buried, have generated that epide- 
mical indiſpoſition, which has proved more de- 
ſtructive than all the other devaſtatjons of war. 
If then the health of the living ſo eſſentially de- 
pends on the parity of the element wwe breathe, 
and without which we cannot exift, it is mani - 
feſtty evident, that a compliance with the propo- 
ſition before-mentioned, would be attended with 
conſequences. diametrically oppoſite to its ex- 


preſſed intention, if a propoſal may be deemed 


inſalutary, which, with an azcertain view of pro- 
longing the life of a fxg/e individual, would have 
a certain tendency to endanger the lives of fhou- 


Sands, That the apprehenſions of the addreſſer 


may not be altogether without foundation, is not 
denied ; but it is by no means warrantable or ju- 
dicious to attempt to remove a //er evil, at the 
expence of a greater. That gentleman will there- 
fore excuſe the writer, for adding, in oppoſition 
to his own anticipated ſatisfaction from the re- 


verſe, that he will think himſelf happy, ſhould 


the preceding animad verſions be found to have 
contributed to render his propoſed innovation 
abortive, notwithſtanding the writer's equal diſ- 
inclination to be buried durante vita. 

With reſpe& to the cuſtomary offices that ſuc- 
ceed the apparent diſcontinuance of reſpiration, 
it would certainly be right not to expoſe the body 


to the external air for a few hours after, or till 


the ſeveral parts are cold enovgh to prodace that 


rigidity, which, though not always, is generally a 


certain indication of the vital extinQion, or, at 


| leaſt, not to be over haſty in the ceremonies of 


ſuch a department. It would alſo be prudent for 
the friends and relations of the decealed, bn re- 
"IEP | | „ rain 
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and in which the greateſt vigilance may not pee 
ſufficient to prevent the firit families in the 


| ( 32 } - - | 

frain from the unavailable cuſtom with many of 
taking their farewell of the dead by a labial ſa- 
lutation before the coffin is eloſed; nor ſhould 
any one be longer or oftener in the apartment 
where the corpſe is laid, after there has been time 
for the fluids and abdominal viſcera to ep | 
than there is occaſion for, 

The ſtrictures on Godfrey's Cordial, with which 
Mr. Hawes concludes his Addreſs, are obviouſly 
pertinent, and merit the moſt ſerious attention, 
not only of the public in general, but of the le- 
giſlature in particular, with reſpe to the inter- 
diction of the ſale of a medicine, which muſt often 


not only prove mortally deleterious, but cel 


the conſtitution of thoſe children who ſurvive its 


. pernicious influence, from whence proceed the 
diſeaſes of maturer age, and the generation of 


weakly progenies. This is certainly a public 
grievance, that cannot be too early redreſſed 


ng. 
dom from being domeſtically intereſted, . ic 
Berwick upon Taveed, - 


Sept. 12, 1777. 

To Mr. R EN WI SE, 
Of BERWICK upon T WEE D. 

8 7 R, 


S you have, in a very liberal and gentleman- 


like manner, propoſed an objection to one of 


the cautions contained in my addreſs, concerning 
the dangerous cuſtom of laying out perſons as 


ſoon as apparently dead, or, in other words, as 


ſoon as ee ceaſery I think it a duty I 
B 2 owe 
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owe both to om and the public, to tate my rea- 


ions for thinking that objection of no force. 
I am happy to find that you perfectly agree 
with me in my leading principle, the impro- 
priety-of laying out perſons immediately upon 
the appearance of death. With reſpect to the 
cuſtomary offices that ſucceed the apparent diſ- 
continuance of reſpiration, it would certainly be 
right, you obſerve, not to expoſe the body to the 
external air for a few hours after, or till the ſe- 
veral parts are cold enough to produce that rigi- 
dity, which, though not always, is generally a 
certain indication of the vital extinQion, or at 


Jeaſt not to be over haſty in the ceremonies of 
ſuch a department.“ | 


Theſe, Sir, are your own words, and I have. 


read them with pleaſure, becauſe they confirm 


the propriety of my principal caution, and will, 


J hope, eflicaciouſly eo-opeiate with it in aboliſh- 
Ing the inbuman cuſtom above-mentioned. 

Vour objection to my other caution, reſpecting 
the interment of bodies, ſeems, in a great mea- 
ſure, io be founded on the miſconception of my 
meaning. The author of the addreſs, you ſay, 
inſinuates, that the dead ſhould not be interred, 
or rather, that they ſhould not be prepared for that 
intention, till ſigns of external putrefaQion ap- 
pear.” Permit me, Sir, to cite the paſſages 
which more immediately relate to interment, 
and you will perceive, upon reading them again, 
that I have not thrown out the inſinuation which 
you have haſtily imputed to me. The paſſages 


are theſe. ** The cuſtom of laying out the bodies 


of perſons ſuppoſed to be dead, as ſoon as reſpi- 
ration ceaſes, and the interment of them before 
the ſigns of putrefaction appear, has been fre- 
quently oppoſed by men of learning and huma- 

. . | nity 
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nity in this and other countries. Monf. Bruhier, 
in particular, a phyfician of great eminence in 
Paris, 1 a piece about thirty years ago, 


entitled, the Uncertainty of the Signs of 


Death; in which he clearly proved, from the 


teſtimonies of various authors, and the atteſta- 


tions of unexceptionable witneſſes, that many 


rſons who had been buried alive, and were 
providentially. diſcovered in that ſtate, had been 
reſcued from the grave, and enjoyed the pleaſures 
of ſociety for ſeveral years after.” 

% But notwithſtanding the numerous and well- 
authenticated facts of this kind, the cuſtom above 


mentioned remains in full force. As ſoon as the 


' ſemblance gf death appears, the chamber of the 
tack is deſerted by friends, relatives, and phyfi- 


cians, and the apparently dead, though frequently 


3 hing body, is committed to the management 


of an ignorant and unfeeling nurſe, whoſe care 
extends no farther than lay ing the limbs ſtraight, 


and ſecuring her accuſtomed ſpoil. The bed- 


cloaths are immediately removed, and the body 
is expoſed to the air, which, when cold, muſt 
extinguiſh the little ſpark of life that may remain, 
and Which by a different method might have been 
kindled into flame.“ $4 hes 

But admitting I had infinuated, that the dead 
ſhould not be prepared for interment till ſigus of 
external putrefaction appear, I think that even 
then your dreadful apprebenſions would have been 
entirely groundleſs, The ſigns of putrefaction, 
in the firſt ſtage of that proceſs, and which are 
deciſive indications of death, are not accompa- 


nied with fœtor, and conſequently no miſchief 


from your own priaciple, can poſſibly ariſe in 
waiting for their appearance. In the ſecond 


"ſtage, indeed, a fœlid and injurious vapou 


ariſes 3 
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ariſes ; but unleſs the maſs of putrefying matter 
be very conſiderable, as has ſometimes been 
the caſe after battles, &c. when the ſlain have 
been left unburied, that vapour 1s.in a very 
ſhort time combined with the air, and. entirely 
diſarmed of its danger.“ If this were not the 
caſe, the air of London, from the quantity of 
animal and vegetable matter continually putre- 
ſying in the ſtreets, &c. would very ſoon become 
intolerably offenſive, and altogether unfit for the 
purpoſes of reſpiration, COTE: 

But the figns of external putrefaction, you 
ſay, may not happen till ſeveral days after the 
internal corruption of the viſcera.” Be it ſo, Sir, 
it furniſhes no objection to the rule I have recom- 


mended; for if the abdominal viſceta corrupt, 


and no putrid vapour eſcapes, the air cannot be 
„ impregnated with contaminating effluvia.“ If 


putrid vapour ſhould eſcape in any conſiderable 


quantity, it is a „g that putrefaction has taken 


place, and that the body may ſafely be interred. . 


In general, however, a putrid diſcolouration of 
ſome parts of the body, particularly of the abdo- 


men, precedes the exhalation of any noxious va- 


pour, as is well known to thoſe who are conver- 
ſant in diſſections. But the time which may elapſe 


before this diſcoloration appears, is very uncer- 


tain, as it depends on the nature of the diſeaſe 
which terminated liſe, the heat of the weather, 
and various other cauſes. 3 | 
To conclude, I wiſh it were deeply impreſſed 
upon the mind of every individual, that the only 


unegui vocal ſigns of death, are the marks of pu- 


For the law which obtains in the chemical combination 


of air and variolous vapour, and which is the ſame, I pre- 
ſume, as that which obtains in the combination of air and 
putrid vapour, ſee Dr. Watkinſon's “ Examination of a 
Charge brought againſt Inoculation” &c, | : 
3 tre faction 
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trefation+, and that thoſe who are committed 
to the earth before theſe marks are diſcovered, 
may poſſibly be buried alive. But I wiſh it were 
ſtill deeper impreſſed, that the danger of being bu- 
ried alive, though the fa& has trequently hap- 
pened, is not fo great as that of being laid out as 
dead, whilſt living, and having the vital ſpark 
extinguiſhed by a precipitate expoſure to cold air, 
I cannot, therefore, omit this opportunity of 
again exhorting thoſe whom it may concern, not 
o conſider the perſons who apparently die of 
apoplectie and other fits, and eſpecially young 
children who are carried off by convulſions, as ir- 
recoverably loſt, till the proper means of reſto- 
ration have been tried. | 
Having, in juſtice to the public, to you, and 
myſelf, given this explanation of my caution, 
relating to the interment of the dead, and vindi- 
cated the propriety of it againſt the objection to 
which, in your opinion, 1t was liable; I ſhall 
beg leave, on my part, to put an end to the dif- 
ute, —Controverſy is not agreeable to me; and 
if it were, the duties of my profeſſion, and other 
increaſing cares, would not permit me to proſe- 
cute it. 
I am, Sir, with due reſpect, 
Vour very humble ſervant, 


Palſerave Place, W. HAWES, 
OZ, 1, 1778. 


+ Many recent proofs of the truth of this aſſertion might 
be produced ; but 1t will be ſufficient to refer the reader to 
the * Reports of the Humane Society“ for the years 1774, 
1775, and 1776; to a letter in the General Advertiſer of 
the 11th cf September, relative to the death of the late Mr, 
Holland, figned Theatricus; and alſo to one in the Pub- 
lic Ledger, of the lot of the ſame month, reſpecting 
the premature intermeat of the late Dr, Pull, of Leiceſter, 


APPEN- 
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R.HAWES acquaints the publie, that in the 
courſe of a few ve perſont, who hac 
been ſeemingly dead for ſome hours, Sve been 
reſtored to life, by the bodies being kept in a 
warm bed, as recommended 1a the preceding ad- 
dreſs; and it gives him pleaſure to add, in con- 
ſequence of the above pleaſing information, 
that the abſurd and inhuman cuttom of laying 
out perſons immediately on the appearauce of 
death, will at ſome future period, (and that, he 
hopes not very diſtant,) be univerſally aboliſhed. ' 
As it has been unqueſtionably proved, that in a 
variety. of diſeaſes, a /u/penſion of the vital 
powers may take place, without an abſolute extinc- 
tion of life—the public, as is evident, cannot 
be too earneftly recommended to pay the utmoſt 
attention to this ſolid and important fact. To 
render his communication of it uſeful, Mr, 
Hawes adviſes, that the bodies of thoſe who are. 
apparently carried off by diſeaſes or ſudden 
death, may be kept in a warm bed for elbe 
hours at leaſt - that, during that time, nurſes &c. 
do pay the greateſt attention to the ſeeming 
corpſes and he is of opinion, that friends, re- 
latives, &c. will be aQting wiſely, to give ſuch . 


a 
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perſons half a Guinea, in the room of death- 
bed cs pram for Salle r care, &c. 


Tas AUTHOR likewiſe promiſes to pay 
the reward of ONE GUINEA to nurſes or other 
attendants, on any child or grown perſon, 
returning to life by their humane attention, 
provided the fact is aſcertained by a gentleman of 
the faculty, or atteſted by three creditable per- 
ſons; 1 and in hopes of exciting an univerſal 
attention to a ſubject of ſo RT importance to 
- mankind, 


Mr. HAWES has within a cow months diſtri- 
buted, at a very conſiderable expence, bree thou- 
and of his addreſſes, and continues to give them 
to — ladies, and others who apply. t 


In genteel families &c,—it is a melancholy truth, that 
nurſes lay out the body as expeditiouſly as poffible ; the 
many valuable things about the bed, being much more im- 
portant to ſuch brutes, than the chance of returning life, | 


I People of fortune ſhould call in the opinion of a Me- 
dical man, who has paid attention to this ſubje@, that, by 
experiments it may be aſcertained, whether there are any 
remains of life, This would entirely remove the berrid 
epprebegſions entertained by many of being buried alive. 


t If any life or lives be ſaved through an attention to 
this addreſs, the communication of ſuch happy events, 

will te-eſteem-d a particular favour, as every new inftance | 
of ſucceſs will ſtamp ,convi&ion on the minds of the pub- | 

lie—and thus one or two perſons returning to life may be 


Te] 


| 


WS 
It js reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that it was nat an idls 
curioſity, that excited ſueh numerous applics- 
tions for this little well-meant performance ; but 


an equal deſire with the writer to ſave the human 


race from premature death, and prematars 
inter _ 5 | ef 


As an undeniable proof, that the harned and 
humane approve of the author's intentions, the 
addreſs in queſtion has been inſerted in the Lon- 
don, Gentleman's, Weſtminſter, and Medical Ma- 
gazines; and alſo. in the Anaual Regifter for 1777, 
lately publiſhed. 


the means, in a * of time, of wad the days of 


_ Individuals—of reftoring many a father to their deſolated 


families, and many a child to the fond embraces of their 
'much-grieved parents, 


\,_ Lately publ. 2 Price 18, 6d. 
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PRACTHICAL OBSERVATIONS, on the 
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Conſumption, Hooping Cough, Fevers, Hæ- 
morthages, Inflammation, Meaſles, Sore 
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ternal Inflammations, &c. i 
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